[Middle ear ventilation tubes: present indications and prospects].
Myringotomy and insertion of ventilation tubes, as a form of treatment of serous otitis media with effusion, has become one of the most frequently performed operations in otolaryngology. In this paper, we review the actual indications of artificial middle ear ventilation by the insertion of tubes. The complications of this surgical procedure are then discussed. Laser assisted tympanostomy offers a new option to achieve middle ear ventilation without tubes and appears to cure half of the crises with otitis media and effusion.